Upcoming Holy Days
For your convenience, below are listed the Church’s holy days upcoming through the
end of the year, including those at which the Church requires our attendance at Holy
Mass, under pain of mortal sin. Our Lord gave Peter (the first pope) and the other
apostles the power to “bind and loose” in governing his Church. What the Church
binds on earth God binds in heaven, and what the Church looses on earth God looses
in heaven. Consequently, Catholics must realize that, if we flout such liturgical laws,
we don’t simply oppose human authorities; we also oppose the God who founded, em-
powers, and sustains his one Church.

e Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Thursday, January 1, 2026
[Mass times: 12/31—4:30 pm @Bethany; 6:30 pm @ Gallatin;

1/1—8:30 am @ Trenton]
Yes, this is a holy day of obligation. Catholics honor the Blessed Virgin
Mary as the Mother of God, recognizing her unique role in the mystery of the Incarna-
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December Prayer Intentions
Bishop Johnston: For the relief, consolation, and recovery of all those impacted in
Jamaica, Haiti, Cuba, and the Philippines by the recent hurricane and typhoon.

Holy Father: Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict,
especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace, reconciliation, and hope.

January 19th starts a Week of Prayer for Christian Unity

Immaculate Heart of Mary Mission, Princeton
Website: www.ihm-princeton.org

Email: stjosephtrenton@gmail.com

Blessed Sacrament Parish, Bethany .
Phone number: (660) 425-8160 Scan here to give to

Website: www.bs-bethany.org Blessed Sacrament Parish

e
Email: stjosephtrenton@gmail.com online. -

Tax-Free Giving

Every time you give to your parish, a ministry or worthy cause, you are giving a gift to God. If you can
live without using withdrawals from your IRA, giving from an IRA account is one of the smartest ways to
make a real impact for your parish. IRA QCD’s (qualified charitable distributions) are excluded from
taxable income. Several of our parishioners have already given to their parishes through
this method and have saved taxes in the process. If you have any questions about how to get your gift to
your parish contact the diocese’s Stewardship and Development’s Planned Giving office at (816) 714-
2346. https://kesjcatholic.org/office/stewardship-and-development/planned-giving. Or ask Cecilia for
assistance. She has access to the forms you will need. The checks need to be at the diocese by December
31st for you to claim the deduction on 2025 tax return.
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The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combatting sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you
observe or suspect sexual abuse:
1. Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is currently under the age of 18), and

2. Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and

3. After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Ombuds-
man at 816-213-6024 or ombudsman@ombudsmankesj.org if the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph.

The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please contact
the Victim Advocate, at 816-714-2357 ext. 516 or victimadvocate@diocesekcsj.org for more information.

Scan here to give to
Mary Immaculate Parish

X _ online.

Mary Immaculate Parish, Gallatin
Phone number: (660) 663-2416

Website: www.mi-gallatin.org
facebook.com/maryimmaculategallatin

Email: maryimmaculategallatin@gmail.com
CONFESSIONS

The Holp Sacrifice of the Hass Schedule 8:30 am  1st Saturday of the month at Trenton

St. Joseph, Trenton: 8:30am  Sunday 4:00 pm  Saturday at Bethany
6:30 pm  Tuesday 8:00am  Sunday at Trenton

9:00am  Frida 10:00 am  Sunday at Gallatin
' y 1:00 pm  15t& 3 Sundays at Princeton
9:00am  1stSaturday of the month = 5:20 pm  Tuesday at Trenton

Blessed Sacrament, Bethany: 4:30 pm  Saturday ROSARY
5:30 pm  Wednesday 4:00 pm  Saturday at Bethany

8:00am  Sunday at Trenton
Mary Immaculate, Gallatin: 10:30 am Sunday 1:00 pm  1"& 3"Sundays at Princeton

9:00 am Thursday ADORATION
15t& 31 Sundays 5:15 pm with Benediction at 6:15 pm
of the month Confession at 5:20 pm; Mass at 6:30 pm
every Tuesday at Trenton

Immaculate Heart of Mary,

0 pm
Princeton: P



The Holy Sacrifice of the Hass

The Holy Family of . SS. Basil the Great and
Sun Dec 28 Jesus, Mary & Joseph FriJan 2 Gregory Nazianzen
Sat12/27 4:30pm  BS Pro Populo* 9:00 am SJ Eva Michael
. . st Saturday -
Sun12/28 8:30am SJ Mark Urich SatJan 3 The Most Holy Name of Jesus
10:30am MI T George Bichsel 9:00 am SJ Reparation to the ITHM
Tue Dec 30 Tuesday L(L;;ltrl'zizsr;z;llgeSOctave of Sun Jan 4 The Epiphany of the Lord
6:30pm SJ Randy Buckley Sat 01/03 4:30 pm BS t Jerome Coates
Solemnity of Mary, .
Thu Jan 1 The Holy Mother of God Sun 01/04 8:30 am SJ 1 Ernest Tolson
Wed 12/31 4:30pm  BS 1 Ernest Tolson 10:30 am MI Pro Populo*
6:30pm MI Mathias Ochoa 1:30pm  IHM t Gina Drabek
Thuoi/o1 8:30am  SJ thfggg?)?gi?Srﬁon *Pro Populo = Mass said for the people of all 4 parishes.
SSasinlt of theIV\;fek SACRIFICIAL GIVING
t. Sylvester 1, Pope:
A Shepherd in a Changing World December 21, 2025
In the early 4th century, when the Church was stepping out | Saint Joseph $1,129.00
of the shadows of persecution and into a new era of freedom,
God raised up a quiet but steady shepherd: St. Sylvester I, | Blessed Sacrament $3,538.00
who served as Pope from 314 to 335. Sylvester’s papacy be-
gan just after the Edict of Milan, when Emperor Constantine Immac. Heart of Mary $1,345.00
granted Christians the freedom to worship openly. While | Mary Immaculate 923.00
Sylvester himself wasn’t a public political figure, he guided i $
the Church during one of its most transformative moments. .
Under his leadership, Rome saw the construction of some of Holy Day of Obligation
the earliest great Christian basilicas, including the first St SOLEMNITY OF MARY,
Peter’s Basilica and the Lateran Basilica, built with the Holy Mother of God

Constantine’s support. These sacred spaces became visible
signs that the faith once practiced in secret was now flourish-
ing in the heart of the empire.

Though legends later credited Sylvester with dramatic mir-
acles and imperial conversions, history remembers him
more quietly—as a pastor who helped the Church find its
footing in a new world. He oversaw the Church during the
time of the Council of Nicaea (325), which affirmed the di-
vinity of Christ, even though he did not attend personally.
His role was one of stability, continuity, and encouragement
as Christianity grew rapidly.

St. Sylvester died on December 31, 335, and the Church
honors him on that date each year. As one year ends and an-
other begins, his feast day invites us to reflect on God’s
faithfulness through times of great change—just as
Sylvester did in his own day.

Wed. 12/31 4:30 pm @ Bethany
Wed. 12/31 6:30 pm @ Gallatin
Thu. 1/1 8:30 am @ Trenton
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REBUILD become a real family
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REFROUVAILLE ,'

St Ann’s Altar Society
at St Joseph’s is going to
be collecting items for a
Spring 2026 Garage Sale. If
you have items that you

think someone else would
pay good money for, you can
bring them to the Church
Hall to store for the Spring
sale.

Also, the Ladies Group
will be feeding NCMC bas-
ketball players on January
7th around 5:30pm. Many
groups and churches around
Trenton provide meals for
players who have practice
and games while the college
cafeteria is closed for Fall
break.

A sign up sheet is in the
entrance for macaroni and
cheese, green beans, rolls,
and cookies. We will be serv-
ing around 35 students.

If you love me, you will

keep my commandments.
John 14:15

THOUGHTS ON THE LITURGY
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

In 1964, Saint Pope Paul VI reflected on life in the “School of Naza-
reth”: “Here, in this school, one learns why it is necessary to have a
spiritual rule of life, if one wishes to follow the teaching of the Gospel
and become a disciple of Christ.” Paul reflects on the importance of
silence as an “admirable and indispensable condition of mind” neces-
sary to “teach us recollection, inwardness, and the disposition to listen
to good inspirations and the teachings of true masters.” He savors the
domestic life lead by the Holy Family, which shows us that “the sa-
credness of human labor, not as an end in itself or for mere economic
gain, but as a way to affirm the “value of those for whose sake it is un-
dertaken.” “We believe, O Lord, in Thy word; we will try to follow and
live it.

JANUARY 1
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

St. Louis de Montfort writes that “we never give more honor to Jesus
than when we honor his Mother,” for when we venerate Mary as the
Mother of God, we imitate the simple and perfect divine love which
Jesus offered Mary as her Son and Redeemer. Mary’s vocation as a
mother, is not merely a biological necessity defined by pregnancy and
birth in ‘human nature’, but is a spiritual vocation involving the entire
‘person’—the complete, irreducible reality of humanity realized in each
individual. The Council of Ephesus (431) recognized this higher reali-
ty, settling the theological debate of how Mary’s vocation participates
in the mystery of God’s incarnation. The council declared that Mary
was not simply the mother of Jesus’ human nature, but was indeed the
mother of the Second Person of the Divine Trinity, with the dignity of
this vocation as a special gift from God. In this truth, we can faithfully
and courageously recognize Mary, not simply as the birth-giver, but as
the God-bearer, properly venerated as the Mother of God.

The 4th Commandment Week 5
“Honor Thy Father and Thy Mother”

A major facet of the 4th Commandment, “Honor your father and
mother”, is that it instructs us to honor our parents by caring for
them in their old age. No one has perfect parents, and too many have
parents who clearly fell short of providing an ideal childhood. Regard-
less, we are all called by God to set aside our differences and honor
our parents by seeing to their needs as they become physically and
mentally unable to care for themselves. When the responsibility of
caring for aging parents is embraced with an attitude of love, for-
giveness and sacrifice, attending to them can be one of life’s most
beautiful seasons of life. The time spent with them provides sacred
moments. Times to laugh and cry together as you relive past memo-
ries. Times for heart-to-heart conversations that lead to forgiveness
and peace, before it is too late. When children observe their parents,
as they care for their grandparents, the children begin to appreciate
their calling to do the same for their parents, so their children will, in
turn, learn and do the same for them. For some helpful insights about
how the 4th Commandment is a guidebook for family life, go

to www.IfULoveMe.org/ten-commandments




